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Offshore Wave Characteristics Observed by GPS Buoys on the Tohoku to Shikoku
District Coast of the Pacific Ocean, Japan
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Katsumi SEKI****

Synopsis

A GPS buoy is moored at a spot of 100-400m in water depth and within 10-20km from coastal
line and measures the vertical motion of the buoy owing to waves and tides by the RTK-GPS tech-
nology. Twelve GPS bouys are operated on the Tohoku to Shikoku District coast of the Pacific
Ocean as the newest equipments on the Nationwide Ocean Wave Information Network for Ports and
Harbours (NOWPHAS). This study made a comparison between the deepwater and reratively shal-
low water wave characteristics, which were obtained by the GPS buoys and coastal wave gauges
respectively, from the year 2008 to 2010. The major results are as follows:

(1) The difference among the GPS buoys on Tohoku District coast in the monthly-mean signifi-
cant wave is small. A high and long monthly-mean siginificant wave was observed at these
buoys in winter.

(2) The correlation of the significant wave height at a GPS buoy and its nearby coastal wave
gauge is determined by the deepwater wave direction. The correlaton does not significantly
change by considering the wave propagation time between these two locations.

(3) The deepwater wave characteristics at the GPS bouy off Fukushima are similar to those at the
step-type wave gauge at Iwaki-oki.

(4) The monthly-mean wave energy flux is larger and the wave calmness rate is lower, at GPS
buoy sites than at their nearby coastal wave gauge sites.

(5) There is a correlation between the maximal siginificant wave height during high wave events

at the GPS buoys and their nearby coastal wave gauges except for some cases.
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1. [FLCHIC

E LA @A WA R, B B I E oK R R,
LHEEBRSE R, MR EGEER, ETHEINBORR A
AT, WEREZE AT ZCETI, 1970 40> b 2 EWETEWFED
RIGEE NOWPHAS (Nationwide Ocean Wave information
network for Ports and HArbourS) ##£E L, HAKHOW

TR DL - 4 JLBR - fifedfr 2 S0 L C & 72 (W& 5, 2010a) .

ZOREE LT, BIRBLAIGH (it TIEL, S 5, 20100,
2011a; )IlA B, 2012) (IXSZFED A E - FHifE - BF
DB DOFLE - FRERCH RIS - A - oS
FEO A, M O FE R @ AR SL O FHE A HBE L T & 7.
7=, BHIBIED D 1045, 15 4F, 20 4F, 30 4EH 72 Uf
HoFzi, BIFEH®R BlxiE, @S, 1981 B
5, 1986 ; &K H 5, 1993a; A&k H:, 2002) HFIfTLC& .
TS O IRFEF RIS FHE SR R e E IR IR < TE
AESNTEZZLESH>ETHLRY. &5, WRTX
NX—ORT Uy VERET 57201, EAV—HR
HL7z (HSiD, 1980 ; mifE o, 1989 ; K5, 1998).
ETC, ZRE TOMRBIINT, & L THARR (F
BB 3km LN OKEE 10~60m OYFEICRE L7z
KIEE P ETTEEREZER) 1Tl TThbitTs
7o INFRIRE O 2 2 IRIE, KT U b - e
AHEFR OFRFCHARSA: & 72 5 W (GRS Tikiau.
WIANZ & = T EOMICIER S h, FEEIcE > T
WZEST, EAKER, HEHEREE L0 THD. flx
W, KPR REORG R (50 FheRy) ch{flibn
LA 12~16s DR Z R & LT X 57212,
JKVEDY 112~200m LV IEL, & HIZE0IM X 2 ik o
ROMAETEATA2MLERHE. ZOL)RFEELH-
T 1980~1997 4EI2iE, FR-1.1 IR KEN 100m LLE
DOWE 4 HS TERBIE Th-. 221, T4 AH
A e A LT, HBRAE U T A SINEEE &R R 2
BWLIZbDTHD. TAVERT DI E OB RS %
ST TKEEEERDD LOTHY, FAHORE
W OIEED/NES W) B ERZ DT EITEE L.
KRN 100m % #8 % 2 M COMRBENL, Zo%L
X6 < @M Z TV 203, 2007 40> GPS JEIRFHOE A

RS 10~20km OHLGICa~ROT A 2RZE L, 7
A DL F#% RTK-GPS £ CabllT 2 b0 Th 5. M
HEFHIE D M EE 2 <, BEMOBERLMY b2 5
TEMRTE L. ETIEEHPEI (B L) L EFE
R (A ICEAINZ. 2007 4E 4 A~9 BiZBT
55 2 Ho GPS HIRE L S0, AR EBONFRIR
FTOBIRME 2 LT 2 Z 212k - T,
DOXRGHEELRFIC GPS WIRFT OB = TR FIIRET £ D

S1AR

@GPS WiRFH THBRED Im R OIS & 72 5 E|

BIXRFEIREE L D7,
72 EIE EINREOEREEOE OGO MR o7 (K
H- 5, 2008a,2008b). & LT, 2010 4Ei2i%, #HAL~DU[E
175 D KEEEIRN I 12 FD GPS IiRFF OB ENET L
7o, PSR E SN2 b OB 3R LT — 2 2 F
L, MEROFHENSCELT M C& 2RI
HD (IE D, 2011b). Z OPREMEIE, PR FH <o Ht
BEFHTIX L BAADZ L, EEORFECHIERER 5 OB
ROZDOERET—2 L LTHLHIFEND

F ZTAMIE T, WAL~ TUERS O K EER RO 12
FO GPS WiRG & 2 DI FEORFRIRFHI BT 5 2008
~2010 FEDOBHIEIC L SN T, KA OREA RN, T
BREE R, ®IRARES, THORREEY, mZmn
ZHEIML, ZOFEFECFELBICONTERELE, £
72, 2009 SEDBIME A 0T, whE & IR TRIERCEL
SNTBRIEE - FHOHBINEZ B ER T 5 & &
HIZ, & HOREIRLEUCKT T 2 R0 T — %
BH LT, HE & ihRORIRFFEOENEZH LM L.
S HIT, 2009 FEORBIIRKEEGLIZI T 219G OIIR
FMElC oW T H BEE LTz,

2. BOFEERRIMS

2.1 GPS BURET DM & AN T— 4 NIE

GPS WiRFHE, E-2.1 12T L9z, HE,» LR
10~20km, 7Ki%& 100~400m OEH 2, GPS ZIEHE % #
WA B WBENLHT—HBRRELEZLDTHD.
GPS SZ{EH D =R STIERE X, RTK-GPS F=, $72b bk

Ko THBA SN, GPS BIREHE, K 100~400m, D GPS HEMNDLDIFEHE LEERNLOMIEFE LT
F-1.1 KoK TOBM (GPS iR A% <)

1 A PR K H e

FKH TAANA T A 700.0m | 1981 4E 10 H ~1986 4E 11 H

WhEi | 27y TREEER 4 B, BEEAUKE 2 loavidE, KERPEEE | 154.5m | 1986 45 10 A ~1996 4F 03 H

AL FUABA T A 170.0m | 1983 4F 12 H ~1997 4£ 10 A

Ay FUYABA T A 120.0m | 1980 4F 9 A ~1989 4F 10 H
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®-2.2 7A OISERE (KD, 2006)
LoT, IsHBTERILTWD (KB, 2006; KHS,
2008a, 2008b). T 4 AHT A« T A T2 ERERO T A KR
FERE M OMEEAZFHIL, ZhERHEES T 2
ETHROE S 2RKD TW=DZ LT, GPS #iRitIx
TA D& EEE GPS THT 5729, REHOMIRS
Wl Do D E LT ETEIBIZADZ ENRTES.
GPS R X 2 BREL ORE I LL NS~ 5 2D
DEFIKFELTWD. 1 1% GPS BIAL B IEDREE TH
5. BWNERENEL FIX NS o5& T, B
PREE2S 20km C % RTK-GPS 12 & 2 I 0O RA 75 1 3 Y 2=
THem LSV, B 5 120, 740 EICERE L
GPS ZAEHE DI 2 5 H B 02 b3 O L8 & Rt
L1 EWVWIOEHROEND LE, ThbhL, ERICHT S
BRMETHE. £, TAIREERS D0, EAHO
HFEVEDIRROEDIITIGE TE 22, 2EAHICE
B INT7 A OBEECTRITITHSIZ L2 FEN AT
BN, B-2.2 1ZHRTBH IO, FOEEFIL 4s
AL THY, 6s LA EORRSICH T HMERITIFIEL TH
5. B-2.31%, ZRICOBIEFRIC L o TRHRIEIC X
L7 4 LIRBBROFEHEFARIERO—HTHDH. KD
OIZRT XL, KEEEORZEAH® 5s UL ETH
X, 7 A OERBEENE KL L R L TROI-EFRIEA
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DIREZER DGR D 7oA ZI m AWK REIT IR > TN D
N, TIULZ OF RN E EMARE DRI N E N E
ARMIGEWZDTHD BN, IHIT, FRP
&, BREBROENCL>TTAMERTD L, BRNHS
GPS ZEWETCOFHELENMTDH. Vr A2 TEHALE
TAOHEBAERNT, ZORBIMEL TS (K
5, 2006).

L AT, WHRRPHMEIC L > T A BRELFTESNA
HBENRETDE, 74BN UBETLIZLLHD. 20X
D 7otk R, WEICAETHLOTIEH W), Er -
Ty 7 uREIC LD AR B OERIINE IR
WEBZ NS, T A OREEE, BRI, EGE - B b B
LTRY, ZOLOF =057 A DRNE Y ORRE
BCHRTDHZLELTED.

R FBRET2 0.55 [l C KA E I OARIE IR 2 &



I DR E COm S 23T 5 DIzt L, GPS
HIRFIE 1s RIFE T RTK-GPS (2 X v #iskigH & WGSs4
DHETATEHETEHIZFHA L TWVD. REEREE
GPS IRFHZIT Y > 7Y o RSP DF S D FEHEI
TOXEIIRENRH DN, KNOKERYT —Z N HAF
Bl mEEZREHT 25k OLOAF 2 —3 AT L
M RZE DT =X BEORM, Ea - Ty7 - smx
WL DA OB YY) TEANICZECTHD. Wi
DOEHFELENRH Y, IBEKRIRGO S BIELET
VEIKAL &K IT B D AR EE A B EMLM 35 (FAR 5,
1995; =il &, 1992), Zporiiid st Ciddeoiis (A H,
1981) 12Xk Tked, GPS FHIREFHI T A OKFEOWEHR
P B IFHIETRD TS (EKD, 2007).

2.2 KAMTEY HIF 3 ARRERHEE
ABEFTIL, 2008~2010 4F ORI S 47 20 531H]

Blﬁ@ﬁ&{EZlﬁJ H1/3, ﬁ&{&}a/ﬁﬁ T1/3, {&l_"ﬂ D(YT/EI\ %, 2010b;

2011a; JIlA S, 2012) ZH &I
YL EOHBAEIZIRY,
O Rk 3
@H &% ¥ D,

@A = A FIL S H,

@A wIEAFIE S H,

® A ¥ ST —P,

@ IRFHTEE Ry

DEFHEEE Ry
22N, B 16 FALE L, RERHE D IS
S%9, W% 13 L EFT 5.

WD — LT ENE B 72 0 OYEI ) HIFE £ TO 4K
AR EET 5EH T R —THY, RILDHHRHE
FAWT 0.5H,5°T 5 (kW/m) & TELTE 5 (HEE 5, 1980).
ZAVE TR FERFOBLANEIC S HEH AR Sh T
7 (ERED, 1989 ; kHED, 1998).

WIRERE Ry IXTARMEED L& WERN & 72 5815
THY, TOLEVWEELTO05, Im, 3m Z{KE L.
W E THEPAIONIIT O LR EROFEE THHEREEICL
FUVMEEREL TV,

JEERAREE Ry 13 10 43 FRPEE R GRS L & VWMESR &
RHEETHY, [EITORRE - FREO E M) 72
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ZLEWHEEEEE L.
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®-2.4 5L DWRMA & £ DK

FEIRIRE 13 #URIZN %, W& i (BIEDRE & 7 GPS
WIRFHOHADZIT) O, G526 HETHS.

£-2.11F, ZhHOHEICONT, HRFFOBERE, K
R, BRIES, AR - REART.

®-2. 5 13\, AR, AU, AR E B, GPS
BIRFH &R R IRFH ONLE & JEL ORI & & HITR
LebDTHS. ﬁ%ﬂﬁz%wmsﬁﬁﬁi U7 A
HUE D SMACETERR DA BLER C AT i1 IR
Eﬁﬁ##)?zﬂ%®mw_&éﬁkoﬁi%@_
L. NPk AZERETIRY T AMIBEOARICH Y, £h
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PRI OAIEE DI
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:JA)%TLK%QT%5 +F-2.1~2.3 ® No.JTH 5
FICHEBEOKMEE A NTWND., ZNHDORND, K HIA
S »Mﬁiiﬁﬁbfwé EWRGMD.

A BIEIRAE O —BR & LT, & T, mirhin,
ZEEEM, MEKILEEEM, SR GPS RGN,
FBWE, IEESEORE EBRIHS, 8L BT
A EAMBINZONT ABIO RS 21T o 72, Fio, =
BEELRF DR & U CRERRIRTIR T, To2/0 1R, 9,
INGERE, WEKHE, I, AR EHE, SuEEE, Eamd, -
B 72 & OBLRIME S vz,
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No. W4 (EH4) 1 A RTE KE | BEE FE4s: 5 R
code (m) =i (m)

| HddEmR OV 805 GPS HiR7t 87 — 40° 38°00” | 141° 45 00
2 | NPk 203 InFEIREE (USW) 27.7 1.9 | 40° 33’397 | 141" 34° 06”
30| AT A 807 GPS HiRFt 125 — 40° 07°00” | 142° 04’ 00”
4 | IR 219 hERIREE (MESED) 49.5 1.1 | 40" 13°04” | 141" 51" 36~
5| BT (i) 804 GPS JiRFt 200 — 39°37°38” | 1427 117 127
6 | mpk 213 INFEIIREE (USW) 24.2 1.3 | 397 38’227 | 141° 59 09~
7 | EFEFE (A 802 GPS iR ET 204 - 39° 157317 | 142° 05° 49~
8 | £ak 204 InFEIIREE (USW) 49.8 09 |39 15’54 | 141° 56 06~
9 | migALEE (AEE ) | 803 GPS HiRFt 160 — 38° 51°28” | 141" 53’ 407
10 | =ikpinmp (L) | 801 GPS HiRFt 144 — 38° 13’577 | 141° 41 017
11| 5 218 HRRRGT (B5ED 20.8 0.5 |38°20°49” | 141° 15 16
12 | fistEs 205 ”WEZ(E.# (Usw) 213 3.2 38° 157007 | 141° 03" 587
13 | BEEMM (N4 ) 806 GPS JiRET 137 - 36° 58177 | 1417 117 08~
14 | Whph 216 2T w7 154.5 — 377177497 | 141° 27" 477
15 | /A 206 nERIREE (MESED) 23.8 1.6 36° 55°04” | 140° 557 18~
16 | el BRI 812 GPS HiRFt 120 — 34° 24’127 | 1387 16° 307
17 | FETIR P 501 nERIREE (MESED) 22.8 0.6 |34°37°177|138° 15 33~
18 | ZEREE 811 GPS HiR7t 210 — 337 54°08” | 136° 15" 34~
19 | i 301 DR (E5Eh) 54.7 0.6 |33725°59” 135 44’ 50
20 | FoskiLiEEEE R (B | 813 GPS IiRFF 201 — 337387327 | 1357 09’ 24~
21 | TR 815 GPS HiRFt 430 — 33°27°38” | 1347 29’ 48”
22 | FRE /I T 320 nERIREE (MESED) 20.8 1.5 | 34702247 | 134" 38 377
23 | Sk 307 R RRET (B5ED 27.7 02 337167117 | 134" 08 42~
24 | &Sk 309 /\L“{gz(ﬁ,;r (#5523 24.1 0.5 |33 2848 (133 35 127
25 | B)Imdk 308 INFEIIREE (USW) 27.9 0.6 |33°01'54”|133° 03" 29”7
26 | mEnvEE (ERET) 814 GPS iR 7T 309 — 32°37°52” | 1337 09’ 21”7
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£=-2.2 #HHAEDOKHONEER (2008~2010 )

No. WS4 GE4) 2008 4E 2009 4E 2010 4F
DOB@WEEDO®®LN® | DOB@WEG®DEO®WN® | D@BDEEDEO@WO®
1| HAREEH O\7) —AOOQOAOAAOO | OOOOAOAAANAAND | OOOOAOOAAOO X
2| I\ OO0O0OOOOOOOOO | OCOOOOOOOOOOO | OOAOOX—=AANOOO
3| AP (AEEH) XOOOAOAAAD | AOAOOOOAOOOA
4 | Ak OO0OAOAAXOOXAO | OOOAOCOOOOOOO | OCOOOOOOOAOOA
5| BFREH (Fd) —XOAOOAANAOO | OOAAAOQOAAANAD | OAOOOAOOAOOA
6 | ok ANANOOOOOOOO0O | OCOOOOOOOOOO00O | OCOOOOOOOOOOO
7| AT (a0 OO0AAOOOAAAOO | OOOAAAAAAANAD | OOOAAAAOAOOO
8 | Ak OO0OAAOAXOOOO | OAOCOOOOOOO0O | OOOOOX X000
9 | ByALEH (EmEH) | —XxO00000000 | OOAADOOOOOAAD | OOAAOX XOOOOO
10 | BEigPErmh (L) | AOAOAAOAOOOO | OAAOOOOOOOO0O | OOOOOOOOAOOA
11 | &k 000000000000 | OCOOOOOOOAOOO | OCOOOOOOOOOOO
13 | fE R Uh4inh) XOAOOOOO | OOOOOOOOO0OAO
15 | /NAh s OOAO00O0AAO00 | OCOOOOOOOOOOO | AOOOOOOOOOOO
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19 | i O000000O00000 | OOOOOOOOOX XA | OOOOOOOOOOOO
20 | FokiLEEATE S () XXOO0OO0AO0O0AOO0O | OOAOOAOX—XOO | OAOAOOOOOOAO
21 | FEEMER XOO0O0O0AOOO0000O
25 | B)IlO# OO0O00OO0OOOOOOO | AOOOOOOOOOOO | OXOOOOOLOOLOOO
26 | @EnvEE . CErE ) AANANANAOAOOOO | OOOOOOOOOO00 | OCOOOOOOOO00A
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