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General Tendency of Nonlinear Behavior of Soft Soil Deposits
during the 2011 Off the Pacific Coast of Tohoku Earthquake

Atsushi WAKATI*
Atsushi NOZU**

Synopsis

In order to understand the effects of strong ground motions on engineering structures, it is
important to evaluate the effects of soil nonlinearity on strong ground motions. In this report, based
on strong motion records obtained in wide area during the 2011 off the Pacific coast of Tohoku
earthquake, degree of soil nonlinearity was evaluated based on the shift of peak frequencies from
linear site amplification factors to observed Fourier spectra during the Tohoku earthquake. Then,
the relation between the degree of soil nonlinearity and ground motion indices such as PGA, PGV
and PSI was investigated. It was found that the degree of soil nonlinearity was best correlated with
PGV and the relation can be approximated with a hyperbolic curve. In addition, it was found that
the deviation from this empirical formula is correlated with the peak frequencies of linear site
amplification factors.
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1. FANE

ERHEIC L 2 HESHNEEY~5 2 2 EBL FiEC
PRS2 LT, MESHZKERSFMT 2 LIFEET
b5, WMERFICRBWTE, REMEOIEREES (A,
1982 ; Yoshida and Iai, 1998 ; 2JIl, 1993) 23EAE(LL,
HE B o BRI MR S B g T 5 A L, HE

NI RO R ELZ T D Z LITA< AL TWD.

BAE, MahdStsIc B CREBFMEZIT Y FiEE L
T, BT Y —BA%E (Irikura, 1983 ; Irikura, 1986)
WA 7Y — U Bi¥oE (R FnEfh, 1998 ; B, 2009)
RENVEETHOWOLNRTWDR, ZhbOFREAEL,
B SRR MR E COME ORI 22268 2 (K E L <
WhHTEW, TRHOFEZHEMTHWD T T, &8
MR DI FE B OB A B E L - HEBEEN 2175 =
LIFTET, REHEOIEREEBOFELHYICERE
TAHRDDLRBULETHS.

KB M O IR 2T 2 A9 D 72D D IFIEICIE, K
EL T TZODFERS D, —oiF, JRILETOF
TV T EERNRBRICE S FIETH D, ZOFEITIE
FEWESERH Y (FIF, 1982; 211, 1993 ; Yoshida and Iai,
1998), = Z THEOLNIRERIL, KEHgz gl Lok
I OMBISEMNT 72 EIIERA SN TE T 5 (Bl 2ig,
Yoshida and Tai, 1998 ; laietal., 1995). ZiLIXIL, b
9 —o2DJEE, BFEOBEBEBNRSEZFIAL T, KK
23S 2 HiE D FERIE B A RRBRADICEIM L L 5 & 3%
FETHD., 2T, BEOFEPLEL SN HHEE L
LT, ECROZEEZRZTDHIENTED., FI,
IR TCOMBERIO TR E VW IMEEEX L, HHW
LS CRMAETOY T ) o S ENHBREIT) Z L
EREETH B0 D, IR T U 5 IR %8 2 KBHIC
HEET D7 DITITRBR R FIEOTER B X LER H
D, FOHIZ, \BEOHEORRICIAE TE U IERE
XWOFRITAERLER L R0 ES. F I, HEOM

RCOMEBOTFHE VO MELZEZLHBETH-TH,

KB AR OIERE T D BB KT T BT, ERRIC
R 2B & R T IR I R O 2R E) () 2 1T SEOE L DI
T) OBRBLT, EREREBEZ RIS RVIESEE D4
T 2RO 2 IERIE 250 & B L CEHi§ 2 22
N0 (B - B, 2003 ; BFEE, 2007 ; B - FH

2008), Z DR TH, HUERBRFHRKICE ST, SHioH]
BRI EBRTAE Ul IR e & (MR B Feit: O AR I
NODOTREEORRELZ Z ZTIXZ DL HICERT D) ZiE
BTHZLEFERICEETHS.

201 TR HALH G ACEFE TR HIE (My9.0) Tlx, 2E%Z A

—4 B BB (Kinoshita, 1998 ; Aoiefal., 2000) |
L0, EFICRE LM CHEERESAE O TWS, 2
D XD I I OB E AV, BFEHMBEOBRICE
i CEBRICA UT- B B S & 2 ORI 5 %
BRI DL, 61T, FREEDHRS L MEDHHES &
DR EIZOWTIHRE T ZLIXBO THEETH
HEEZLND.

& ZCARRFSETIE, 20114F BT RS R Cf
LN OMBEBRATEICESE, ERICALEER
Wi O EMIE F IR S 2 ERNICIET S, £/, To
WRAESBOBEBEIFMICEM TS L 2ERE LT,
MR IR S I 2 RRIBEAR KA HEE T 2 L &
RAd. BRI, R T7—U AT ML LR
O A R B~ HE) (B B2, 2005 ;
Bpfth, 2007) O € — 77 B A 3K g U o eI 2
IR S OFEMAE & L, MBS S SRS REM
R L OBREBRET S

7E, MEBMIGEEEZ A U2 oI S
OFMFEE LT, ik & did c BLE 2 B o sic
BT, REBIOH/NEOHET L1 BlIEEHZ H
WIS/ A XY N VIR E T A FIENH VLD
ZEnHABMN (laietal., 1995 ; Satohetal., 1995), Z D
FiEOEE, MEOL TN EZIT> TV HHLEATHE LN
FEREGEERATEARANEVWIMESERS S, -
—RIZIE, 2 OJFE TR & D MR O JERE TR S
i, B L M BRI E N T IR D
VIR EE IR s Th 0, HREBEERICRIT 5
B 72 FERRIE 2 EI5R S ISR LT D S ITR & 720,
<, HHEEEEICRT 2 PN IEREERR S L

- -
— —

B-1.1 HEFHE eI BT 5 IR 72 ERIE 285 <

(2R 5 E AN



IEEIZOWTHAT S, B-1. 1R T X912, #ER
M RICHEREE A H Y, MBS Fm T/ v E—F X
A b TAMNPREWEEEBE XD L, EMIEEEEZRT
DT —AICHFB OB WS TH Y, HRER2ETIX
mnEEZOND. ZORE, FMBEDZ R THEA T
O ST DRI O F F HEE) O HBER O
BERIZIIRISE T, T LA, SHEE ORI %R S J7m
WL Lz b OBy, MRS o sl E Ik O BRI %f
JETHHDEZEZLND. AFETIIHREICEBLTE

v, IhEx THEBREICKIT 5 R 22 BRI 8
S ERBTD.

—7, BEEOWROFITIE, HRERS L OFEREOK
FEE ETEIORANY hVEE WS (Dimitriu et
al., 1999 ; BF O - 48, 2011 ; BP0 - #E8%, 2011), AW
WHTHE L2 2SR 0 Ay b v VW5 ik (hiF -
JNiEE, 2011 ; #id, 2011a; U, 2011b) 72 &, RSHAE
DI HEER S 23T 2 L CHEEZ X N D HE
PREINTND. LrL, R TIE, BEEOZE (B
A B2, 2005 ; BFEl, 2007) TRESN TV SHEE
REDH A MERREND DREZHA LI T HZ LITE
BARH 570, Loy —U 27 FL LR
DY A MERFE (MERE~HE) ov— 7 BEKT
ERWLFEERAT 5.

7E, BFFRTHOWDIBMIEROY A MEIEREEIL, A
NI ML NR=T g TRODOENTZHLDOTHD. D
FEIZOWTILERE - BR (2005), BREfth (2007) Tk
RENTWER, MEOATREIROBY THDH. T
UL, RE - WE, Es, Es, R, Bk - dvEiE
D6ODT 1y 7 TEEINTND. T 05 HLAMIE TFHI
RAL7zoFEE s EI - kiE T ry 7 OFRERTHD.
BB~ 1 v 7 TlE, K-NET, KiK-net%m 1421154 % %} 5
L L, 295DHIEIC & %8982 Hk (17964 DK TR 4Y)
ERWTHEIT ST TW5. ik - b7 0o v 7 T
X, FreosHim ARGl L, 318DHEIZ K 5114960708k
(22992 D KRR SY) % VTR M T TV 5. f#iT
B CIThN WA, £7, BT, SKEgE

T4 DT — 2 gl LTHBEIASY ML aREL,

BEFIOQIE % 5 %, BIRAY M ERD D, BT
1%, S LB E ST 160 OF — 2 xtg L LT
B ALY MV EBEREEL, BBAOQM & Eickw =&
WA hvEkB %z, A MBIEFELZ RO TWS. B
R OQMEIZ DV TIE, ek - 38 (2002) IZXHHHEA
TR OQME (0=114%/"") Z AV T WA BT T,
A EIT, A NMEESEOR /NS VAR E A
HEFRSE L LTV, £, BoNREEBRAY ML

K-2.1 AEFIZPGA GO E) 50cm/s® LD

NS DA K-NET, KiK-net OB 5

INHRDOT-HEE— AL N EFnetOHIBEE— A MR R
<HIGTHZ EEHERLTND.

2. JEIRMEBE S DO

2.1 JEEMREER S OFEFE

201 VA HALH G AR HE My 9.0 5 BAF, RE LW
INC X MBS OFESHIE, K-NET (Kinoshita, 1998),
KiK-net (Aoi et al., 2000) 72 & AARZE RS 2%
FE SRR AL Fo W T I T S i sk o L b S TS
HITWD. RIFRETIE, AEBROLELEFELN TN
K-NET, KiK-net&lI# S0 T, AERIZHRKEB AR IE
BMIEZE 2R Lo ATREE O » 2 B 2R e < xhg &
T L7, MBRREIIEEGHKSTER; LT, PGAE W)
250 cm/s”PA E DB A AT TG Lz, 2B, i
D OBRE O MR FEIHEGCHK TG LLF, PGVEW D)
iX2em/sPl ETH D, B-2. HEAERIZPGA 50 cm/s’Ll b
DFEENE HITZK-NET, KiK-netD LIS (396 11 51) %
RLTWAS.

1. THl~7= & S lz, RSSO R HUE D IER
TEZEER S 23T 5 720 DFIENNL O REEINT
WAD, ABFZECIIARERICR T 58L& ik 7 —
Uz AT [V B OV A BEE R E (Gt R A ~
HiR)  (BFE - B, 2005 ; BpA, 2007) FiEho
V— 7 B A T 5 A RAT 5. BERN e FIE
ELTE, BESNEXBMSTNENOARERLTFED 7
— V=27 MEREL, b & YEtRIzBiT 5
T A MERFEO E— 7 BRSE AT 5. 22T, &
T— U AT MVIFIKR2RR G DT MAVFnE LD, N
> Fig0.05SHz O/X—E 7 4 RUZBEHALZHDOTH



®-2.2 HFR7—Y T 2T FVROY A MEEREICBABRZ ©— 2 DMFET 261 () &AFE L 722l ()

®-2.3 AWFEOXGHA (98 Hig) & &2 TOE—7 AEEIL (MR T — ) =27 bv/H A MEERE) ORH

FER (AR IEMIBZRENN TR, JEER  IERIEZEENTH).

XEHNIRRITREOREBEBERAME, OL X

B G DY TS IR O (B, 2012) THEE SN TV EHARED SPGA DALE

5. WIZ, YA MEESEO E— 7 B35 7 —
V22T MO —7 FlEEOE LY, kIR
EEESHEIOEIELT5. Thbb, ©—7 Bk
1LV /S WETE o IrS<IE 8, ERBEE R
TEEEWRL, =7 RN USGE SR, R
RPN EEE®RT S, 277, 77—V T AT L
T OV A IR RS O v — 7 B R RE T D BE,
R-2.20EKIZRT L1, ERTHLIEREHR R —
IIDNTFETDLEHB TEILODORERNRICTI L L

T5. HlZE, B-2.205MIcR-TL51, Eb60—
FTHLE—7 MARARCT, v BEEFRA RS Z
NREERIGGL, MEHENSERITD. 20Xk kedk
PECRG R A S DICRET D &, B-2. 3177998
LD, E— BB AE, T v E—F
Ay 8T A NPT SEE LR O0HES, HERE
JEIE A H BN AL L CH 0 5 O JF R ER AR 7 08 ELil
LIZK WHEEIZKHE T A b0 e B2 6N 5.

ek, WAL LE=FmIREMEN S oSz >\ TiE, BUF



£-2.1 HMEMRICET DHRT — U =27 [L, B MR ERE~HR) o v — 7 AR L ELL D E—7
JE s %
sgo— | JIHEE g | JIHEE
\ zaApp| FEOR | o, ‘ zz~pp| HEGE | o,
HAI—K | AE (8 (des) B (o) T 0N | it~ | 0T | a0 (des) (A (den) | T 70| Bt | D00
Al BT L B |y g | B
w5 (o) |
S () B (Hz)
AOMO007 [Ezpc] 41.2256 | 141.3958 1.91 2.24 0.85 IBRO05 ] 36.3851 | 140.2372 1.64 210 0.78
AOMO012 AN = 40.5138 | 141.4805 1.06 1.17 0.91 IBRO13 i) 36.1587 | 140.4892 3.69 6.83 0.54
AOMO13 AR 404124 141.28 5.20 5.30 0.98 IBRH11 b=F.:] 36.3701 | 140.1401 1.83 249 0.73
AOMO14 /0 40.4371 | 140.9406 0.54 0.58 0.93 IBRH12 XF 36.8369 | 140.3181 4.63 7.49 0.62
AOMO024 ] 41.0473 | 140.6398 1.21 1.39 0.87 IBRH13 =134 36.7955 140.575 2.15 2.76 0.78
AOMH11 |+FIH#eE| 40.58 140.995 5.93 8.40 0.71 IBRH15 EETL 36.5566 | 140.3013 5.18 8.79 0.59
AOMH16 I 40.4624 | 141.0923 1.12 1.22 0.92 TCGO009 5 36.7258 | 139.7155 3.70 4.32 0.86
IWT001 i#Emh 40.4099 | 141.7191 3.97 4.76 0.83 TCGH11 5 36.7084 | 139.7694 6.82 6.91 0.99
IWT003 ZR 40.0083 | 141.8861 1.57 1.90 0.83 TCGH16 FE 36.548 140.0751 2.22 5.27 0.42
IWT005 =1 39.6472 | 141.9464 1.10 1.32 0.84 GNMO0O01 Jan- T 36.7722 | 139.2248 8.89 8.84 1.01
IWT007 £8 39.2701 | 141.8561 2.84 3.66 0.78 GNMO002 KE 36.7819 | 138.9695 7.45 8.79 0.85
IWT013 EE 39.3367 | 141.5378 2.33 2.73 0.85 GNMO009 RE 36.4106 | 139.3251 1.74 1.71 1.02
IWTO014 BB 39.4844 141.147 0.87 0.95 0.92 GNMO16 5i5 36.1162 | 138.9251 5.87 6.74 0.87
IWTO17 Fi5 39.6336 | 141.4376 4.44 6.54 0.68 GNMHO08 e 36.4917 | 138.5244 0.92 0.73 1.26
IWT018 3] 39.6953 | 141.1478 3.55 434 0.82 SIT008 EHED 35.9745 | 139.7526 1.37 1.83 0.75
IWT020 A 39.7841 | 141.3295 1.23 1.49 0.83 SITO10 = 35.9065 [ 139.6481 1.42 1.75 0.81
IWT021 iR 39.9203 141.082 1.10 1.22 0.90 SITO013 FiR 35.7965 | 139.4659 3.08 3.32 0.93
IWTHO1 —F® 40.2383 | 141.3423 3.96 4.90 0.81 SITO14 b= 3] 35.9954 138.801 7.25 7.98 0.91
IWTHO02 Eu 39.825 141.3826 5.20 6.39 0.81 SITH10 #BEE) 35.9964 [ 139.2191 6.60 7.61 0.87
IWTHO4 #F=H8 39.1809 | 141.3909 2.77 3.22 0.86 SITH11 BREE 35.8637 | 139.2726 3.48 3.81 0.91
IWTHO6 —_F# 40.2611 | 141.1709 542 7.49 0.72 CHBO005 ¥ 35.7358 140.83 1.09 1.12 0.98
IWTHO8 A% 40.2686 | 141.7831 2.67 2.85 0.94 CHBO06 R H 35.7801 | 140.3067 1.32 1.39 0.95
IWTH12 AF 40.1533 | 141.4245 2.89 3.27 0.88 CHBO007 k& 35.7234 | 140.2267 3.13 3.39 0.92
IWTH21 WA 39.4734 | 141.9336 4.09 4.88 0.84 CHBO15 AEZE 35.3738 | 139.9159 1.25 1.61 0.78
AKTHO04 L% 39.174 140.7129 3.88 427 0.91 CHBO19 SEF 35.1105 | 139.8351 0.89 0.97 0.92
AKTH13 BAT{= 39.9819 | 140.4072 7.86 8.30 0.95 CHB020 BB 35.1155 | 140.1022 1.28 1.34 0.95
AKTH14 BEf 40.0622 | 140.8084 4.44 4.61 0.96 CHBO022 =i 35.3083 | 139.8598 4.77 4.88 0.98
AKTH19 R 39.1913 140.471 0.47 0.49 0.97 TKY003 & 35.7968 | 139.2912 2.58 2.73 0.95
MYGO001 SAWA 38.9015 | 141.5684 3.53 5.17 0.68 TKYO013 FYET 35.6596 | 139.8343 0.79 0.80 0.98
MYGO007 gg 38.5876 141.251 1.13 1.67 0.68 TKY020 1R 35.6657 | 139.8087 0.79 0.97 0.81
MYGO10 k-3 38.4282 | 141.2809 0.76 0.97 0.78 TKY026 FEH 35.6704 | 139.8635 0.82 0.83 0.99
MYGO14 g 38.3177 | 140.6357 2.87 3.66 0.78 TKY028 folea=] 35.6685 | 139.7893 0.99 1.12 0.89
MYGO017 AH 37.9763 | 140.7818 0.75 1.14 0.66 TKYH13 BEE 35.7017 | 139.1275 8.88 9.71 0.91
MYGHO08 a8 38.1133 | 140.8441 0.64 0.78 0.82 KNGOO01 JI| 35.5291 | 139.7062 1.20 1.61 0.74
YMTO012 EH# 38.1074 | 140.0428 2.69 2.73 0.98 KNG002 1R 35.4371 139.634 1.25 1.32 0.95
YMTH15 LigllES 38.4257 | 140.1249 1.51 1.51 1.00 KNGO04 = I 35.1441 | 139.6218 3.94 4.34 0.91
FKS003 =S 37.7613 | 140.4799 1.08 1.02 1.06 KNGH10 1R 35.4991 | 139.5195 1.98 2.59 0.77
FKS005 [ ET 37.6385 | 140.9849 0.62 0.66 0.94 KNGH18 B 35.6437 | 139.1283 2.87 3.34 0.86
FKS006 B2E 37.5031 | 140.7588 3.44 4.59 0.75 YMNO03 |[E+7EH | 35.4648 138.813 1.09 1.14 0.95
FKS008 a5l 37.4363 | 140.5668 3.12 3.95 0.79 YMNO04 Al 35.702 138.7266 0.83 0.97 0.85
FKS013 1 37.09 140.5563 2.04 2.66 0.77 YMNOO09 basil} 35.4965 | 138.4627 1.90 207 0.91
FKS019 — K 37.603 140.4368 2.76 3.93 0.70 YMNH11 XA 35.6247 | 138.9777 1.94 2.37 0.82
FKS024 k54 37.3957 | 140.1325 0.74 1.02 0.72 NGNO15 HiiHil 36.0454 | 138.1116 0.53 0.71 0.75
FKSHO05 T8 37.2544 | 139.8725 4.67 5.56 0.84 NGNH12 (k54 35.9696 | 138.4797 0.67 0.73 0.91
FKSHO06 e 37.1723 | 139.5199 7.00 8.32 0.84 S70002 #ER 34.9652 | 139.1031 3.23 3.34 0.97
FKSH10 fricp i} 37.1616 140.093 5.07 7.25 0.70 S70003 RHFEE 34.8158 | 139.0546 3.91 4.07 0.96
FKSH14 WhER 37.0264 | 140.9702 0.85 1.22 0.70 SZ0013 SEK 35.041 138.476 1.06 1.32 0.81
FKSH16 ES 37.7643 | 140.3766 0.73 0.80 0.90 SZOH35 FEG 34.9467 | 139.0855 1.21 1.73 0.70
FKSH17 JIIEES 37.6636 | 140.5974 3.35 4.00 0.84
FKSH19 AR 37.4703 | 140.7227 2.64 3.32 0.80
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