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Characteristics of sandy beaches in Japan

Norjio TANAKA®*
Hideo OSANAT**
Yohko EZOZUKA***

Synopsis

The characteristics of principal nineteen beaches along Japanese Coast are summarized in this
paper. The total length of these beaches covers almost of all the sandy beaches facing to open seas and
located along the Honshu Island, the Shikoku Island and the Kyushu Island in Japan.

This study bases on data published in reports of field investigations conducted by the purpose of
panning of harbours and other projects of the development of the coastal zone.

This study has two main purpose. One of them is to discuss the locality of the characteristics of
beaches and the phenomena of littoral drift from the wide view point covering all of Japan. Other one
is to make clear the present state of investigations on the characteristics of each coast respectively for
the convenience of the study in the future on the same purpose.

The result of former discussion will be reported in a different paper.

* Chief of Littoral Drift Laboratory, Hydraulic Engineering Division.
** Member of Littoral Drift Laboratory, Hydraulic Engineering Division.
#+¥ Member of Storm Surge and Tsunami Laboratory, Hydraulic Engineering Division.
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