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Punyakeerthy Ram Mohan, Beacon of Sacrifice

Beacon of Sacrifice

"Inamura no Hi" (The Burning of the Rice Sheaves) is a Japanese event commemorating an
act of heroism that took place in 1854. This powerful Japanese tale, rooted in historical events,
holds significant cultural, educational and moral value. A village leader and farmer, Hamaguchi
Goryo, set fire to his rice sheaves to warn villagers of an approaching tsunami, saving many lives.
This story serves as a reminder of the importance of disaster preparedness and community
responsibility.

The farmer's decision to burn his rice stacks, his primary source of income, exemplifies
selflessness. His actions underscore the importance of prioritizing the well-being of the
community over individual gains. This act of selflessness is a powerful reminder of the moral
imperative to put others' needs before our own in times of crisis. It challenges readers to reflect
on their own capacity for altruism and the ways in which they might act for the greater good,
even at great personal cost.

It emphasizes that in times of disaster, the strength and resilience of a community can make
the difference between life and death. The notion, “Inamura no Hi” advocates for a cohesive
social fabric where individuals look out for one another, reinforcing the idea that unity and
cooperation are vital in overcoming challenges. The villagers’ rush to help the farmer shows the
strong sense of community and cooperation. The farmer’s wisdom and keen observation of
nature’s signs demonstrate the importance of being vigilant, aware and prepared in the face of
natural disasters. The story subtly reminds readers of the power of nature and the need for
humility and respect towards it.

As both a historical narrative and a moral fable, "Inamura no Hi" remains a vital part of cultural
heritage and a guiding light for future generations in the ongoing quest for resilience and
community solidarity in the face of adversity.

In modern disaster management practices, the principles illustrated in "Inamura no Hi" are
echoed in policies that emphasize community-based disaster risk reduction, early warning
systems, and the importance of local knowledge and leadership. The story serves as an
inspirational model for how communities can effectively respond to and recover from disasters
through collective action and mutual support.

Just like Japan, India is prone to natural disasters such as earthquakes, tsunamis, and floods.
In India, community leaders and local administrations play crucial roles in disaster response and
relief efforts. Also, the importance of community awareness and preparedness in disaster
management is a significant focus in India. The concept of self-sacrifice for the greater good is a
common theme in many Indian stories and traditions. The theme of "Inamura no Hi" aligns with
the values upheld in Indian culture, where communal harmony and helping others in times of
need are deeply rooted principles.

In India, there is an emphasis on educating the public, especially children, about natural
disasters and safety measures through various programs and initiatives such as early warning
systems, community drills, and awareness campaigns. To quote an example, during the 2018
floods, which happened in an Indian state Kerala, local leaders and volunteers were instrumental
in rescue operations and relief distribution. Similarly, the stories of resilience and heroism during
past disasters are used to inspire and educate the public. For example, the stories of bravery and
resilience during the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami are still shared through various media to
promote the importance of preparedness and community support. India's response to Cyclone
Phailin in 2013 demonstrated significant improvements in disaster management. Early warning
systems, efficient evacuations, and community awareness programs helped minimize casualties.
This approach aligns with the principles exemplified by Goryo Hamaguchi’s actions. In many
Indian coastal and rural communities, traditional knowledge and practices play a crucial role in
disaster preparedness. For example, certain fishing communities have historically used natural
signs to predict weather changes and potential disasters.

While the original story doesn't involve technology, modern interpretations can integrate
technological advancements in disaster preparedness. Technologies such as Geographic
Information Systems, remote sensing and mobile applications can enhance disaster management
efforts. Emphasizing proactive measures, community leadership, education, technological
integration and cultural storytelling can help build resilient communities capable of effectively
responding to natural disasters.
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YUASA Yuna, The Wisdom - the Fire of Rice Sheaves -

Title: The Wisdom - Fire of Rice Sheaves - (Provisional English Translation)

I currently live in Hamamatsu City, but I spent my time in Wakayama Prefecture until
graduating elementary school. A chance to learn about Hamaguchi Goryo was the Inamura-no-
Hi no Yakata I visited in the fifth grade. I was very surprised at the time by the story in which
the rice sheaves stored preciously were set on fire to protect the lives from the tsunami that
followed the big earthquake, because I was impressed by his willingness to sacrifice his own
important things for saving people's lives. And tsunami images I was able to experience made
me cry out in fear. I still remember it vividly. If I were in Hamaguchi Goryo's position, I would
wonder whether I was able to come up with such an idea in such a terrifying situation, and
whether I was able to make the decision to set fire to something important for me without
hesitation. That makes me ponder deeply. The other day, when I went out shopping with my
mother, we got onto a topic regarding what we would do if earthquake and tsunami occurred.
We were in a rooftop parking lot at that time, so we thought about using the headlights to guide
people safely, but we had a second thought right away. The act of shining a light doesn't hurt us
at all. I thought the reason that I could conceive of this method was the fact that I already knew
the story, the Fire of Rice Sheaves. The lesson based on the Fire of Rice Sheaves has firmly taken
root in my mind. Hamaguchi Goryo's first and foremost concern had been to save all the lives
living in the village. The courage he showed to instantly think of this method and put it into action
to save not just himself, but the entire village is something we lack today and should really learn
from. Furthermore, for the sake of reviving the village suffered from severe damages in the
earthquake, Hamaguchi Goryo used his own property to hire villagers to build embankment. He
supported the village's restoration with a strong feeling that "If it can save the village..." I was
impressed by Hamaguchi Goryo's thought that "If it can help someone else, it is worth using your
own wealth". T believe that caring for others and building solid/fiduciary relationship based on
mutual support rather than just thinking about yourself first bear unity power, which allows us to
overcome difficult situations.

My family has a strong consciousness of disaster prevention, as my mother worked in the
medical field. In preparation for disasters, we check evacuation locations, secure emergency food
and water, prepare first aid supplies, and participate in events relating to disaster prevention.
Having lived in Wakayama and Hamamatsu, I realized that disaster prevention consciousness
varies depending on the respective landforms/regions. Wakayama Prefecture faces sea and is a
region where typhoons pass frequently, so there is a high consciousness to windbreaks and high
tides. They are very wary of tsunami caused by the Nankai Trough Earthquake. On the other
hand, Hamamatsu city has a high level of consciousness about river flooding, fire, and crime
prevention. Both regions have tsunami evacuation towers, educate disaster prevention, and carry
out drills actively from an early age, which lead to getting a high consciousness to disaster
prevention and mitigation among their residents. In Hamamatsu city, guidance in foreign
languages is commonly provided in a variety of places. I believe we could implement even
stronger countermeasures by conveying both good points.

Last year, I attended the Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Club held at Yokohama National
University with my mother, where I was able to learn about disaster prevention and mitigation
measures being taken by various companies. At a booth where students could learn about
disaster prevention measures in the form of a quiz, I learned that the countermeasure to make
bridge pillars thicker has been taken to prevent them from recurrence of expressway’s damages
occurring in the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. I saw an eye clinic vehicle first time, which was
only one in Japan. The car was equipped with a wide range of testing equipment, and I was very
surprised as it felt like I was in an ophthalmic hospital. After I heard that the car had also went
overseas to relieve people, I thought it would be great if we could secure such vehicles in each
region. It was a very educational day, as I was able to learn about social initiatives that I would
not normally see or hear about.

Now wariness against the Nankai Trough Earthquake has been on the rise. I hope that we could
tackle natural disasters together, while re-acknowledging the spirit learned from the way of the
Hamaguchi Goryo's life: "Be considerate of others and help each other" and "Take on bold
challenges without giving in to difficulties."
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KUROKAWA Misora, Inheriting Goryo's spirit

Title: Inheriting Goryo's spirit  (Provisional English Translation)

"What is this man doing?"

I'm pretty sure the lesson started with a question like this. The expression on the statue's face
made it look angry, like it was fighting. I learned that the bronze statue leading the people with
fire was Hamaguchi Goryo. After reading the anecdote "The Fire of Rice Sheaves" based on the
fact that took place in Hiromura village, Arida county, Kishu during the Ansei Nankai earthquake
in 1854, I felt that the Gihei’s (Goryo’s) courage and his quick/precise judgment in setting fire to
the rice sheaves which were precious to the farmers showed high level of his awareness regarding
disaster prevention. And I was also impressed by the action, which came from his love for the
hometown and cherishing it more than anyone else, and which made me feel the value of life.

It was just January this year when everyone was celebrating the New Year in their own way.

"Please evacuate immediately. A big tsunami is coming. Please remember the Great East Japan
Earthquake. Many lives were lost."

I was surprised by the sudden news. The images broadcasted on the news showed terrifying
scenes of nature, including rough seas and strong winds blowing away trees and cityscapes. Our
daily lives suddenly fall apart.

At that moment, I remembered an anecdote about "The Fire of Rice Sheaves" that I learned in
junior high school. The first thing we can learn from this episode is that we should firstly spread
the fact that the disaster occurs to alert people. The sight of trying to inform the surrounding
villagers desperately with torches lighting reminded me of the way present news anchors report
on the dangerous situation on television. There is a strong desire we can see to protect life more
than anything.

We have to learn. Japan has experienced major earthquakes repeatedly. We should learn from
the damages and situations caused by disasters such as the Great Kanto Earthquake, the Great
Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, and the Great East Japan Earthquake, and use our wisdom and
ingenuity to strengthen our preparations. I believe that media and education are effective in this
regard. Television, radio, newspapers, etc. can convey information to a wide range of people,
regardless of age or gender. It is important to know first the importance of disaster prevention
and what you can do to protect yourself. Nowadays, we can expand and utilize disaster prevention
networks due to the spread of social media. Emergency earthquake alert signals sent to devices
like mobile phone have already been widespread, and the usage which allows us to deal with
emergency such as rescue operation while we get on-the-spot instructions has increased, too.

In the field of education, you do evacuation drills and learn about the stories heard from people
who worked hard during the earthquake as I did, and these experiences offer opportunities to
think about what to do to protect your own life. However, there aren't many opportunities. I think
it's important to do it regularly so that it becomes a habit. There is also necessity for learning in
each region because you have to consider while taking into account possible disasters and
damages depending on each landform. It is important for everyone, both adults and children, to
raise their consciousness of disaster prevention.

Earthquake cannot be managed by human effort alone. However, learning in advance and
preparing for what to do in the case of earthquake can help save lives. Now the Nankai Trough
Earthquake is prospective to occur, and I feel a strong need to raise consciousness of disaster
prevention. But it doesn't end there. We should also consider ways to carry out activities toward
post-disaster recovery. Hamaguchi Goryo invested a huge amount of his personal wealth in
restoring his hometown and worked on the construction of the Hiromura Embankment in
preparation for future earthquakes, too. His actions teach us the importance of leadership, crisis
management, and social contribution. We must inherit the Goryo’s spirit that means keeping
conviction to "restore his hometown for the happiness to its residents."

Humans are powerless against the violent forces of nature, but they can once again stand up
for themselves with intelligence and a spirit of cooperation. Therefore, I want to foster my mental
attitude to protect our lives and think about the safety regarding both our local communities and
the entire world.
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WHY GORYO MATTERS
THE MAN WHO REDEFINED DISASTER MANAGEMENT

Japan's disaster management is shining globally
Saving the world from injuring Totally
Hiro-mura is now centre for global vision
This is reflection of Goryo's mission

Our world is complexly integrated with nature in various perspectives. If we are deriving our
needs from nature we should also be prepared for tsunamis and earthquakes. We can't terminate
them but we can minimize the loss and threat to our life. but the question arises how we can
minimize the disasters?

General people shape the basic structure of every nation. Educating general people about
tsunamis and earthquakes will make our vision true . Every person in the world from child to
adult uses the internet . spreading information related to disaster management through the
internet is quite useful and beneficial. When I was child I read about Goryo in a Story book. Upon
reading this story my mind got filled with the spirit to work selflessly in guiding innocent civilians
about tsunamis and earthquakes. It inspired me a lot that I also prepared a chart on Disaster
Management and submitted it to my class Teacher to Paste it in on the school’s notice board to
aware other students about Natural Calamities. Now I am in High school and the Member of
School's Disaster Management Committee. I also coordinated with the students of different
schools regarding Disaster Management .

Such stories should be part of nursery School's curriculum around the world as these children
are tiny saplings and the future of this globe. A Large section of society is also a subscriber of
social media . Through blogs , reels, post amd graphical representations we can also spread
awareness among Peoples.

Disaster management is now world's need
goryo's vision shall make it succeed

Goryo Not only constructed an embankment but he laid the foundation of the disaster
management system years ago in the era when there were no advanced technologies as well as
resources were also Limited. His action also demonstrated that human lives are more important
than any other thing. He didn't care about the rice sheaves while putting fire into it; he only
thought about the lives of citizens of the village . Even if we are not having plenty of resources
we might prevent the loss of lives with a strong will , durable plan , a clear vision and definite
mission. Just like Goryo's mind is having a clear thought that the tsunami caused due to
earthquake is not temporary this needs a permanent solution the embankments and also a place
which is above the sea level for peoples to escape .He also teaches us one more thing that one
should help others not only think about him/herself . If we save others we will save ourself too.

In my state(Uttar Pradesh) people gather at the sea shores and banks of different rivers in the
month of August to celebrate Sawan Festival. Through this festival people get aware about the
natural disasters which arise from the water bodies . citizens also volunteer the work of building
embankments as well as big pits for the prevention of flood or tsunamis. My country is quite
familiar with earthquakes and tsunamis . In 2004 India got hit by a huge Tsunami .

In the era of consumerism ,
Goryo showed humanity
Not only saved the lives
but has also given the message of Unity

Working together is also an important perspective that can be derived from this story . The
peoples of Hiro-mura worked together to fight against the tsunami. We should also work
Together . It is not one's own problem but a Global Issue .

Engagement and people's connection with each other is quite necessary for prevention. We
should also remain attached with the tribal peoples who reside on sea shores as these peoples
hold the vast knowledge about detection of natural Calamities.

Let's join hands to prevent disaster
in doing this Goryo is our master
Goryo's endeavour is on its way to shine
with our little efforts we can make it more fine
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(Reference : Application Guidelines)

Hamaguchi Essay Contest 2024
’for High School tudets

" :. H|ro-mura Brakewater

ed by.Mr. Hamaguehi Geryo:.
asbecn protecting res:d%‘hts
(Extensnon Boom, width 20m, heighit 5m)

Inamura-no-h: : One day 170 years ago, Mr. Hama%uchl Goryo| i,ﬁ
evacuated many villagers from a large tsunami by setting his rice sheaves

on fire. After that, he devoted his passion and personal funds to the
restoration, reconstruction, and disaster prevention efforts for villagers. RaERe)

o

THEMA: Through reading Japan’s famous anecdote of “Inamura-no-hi”, ik
would you like to write an essay about your feelings, &
thoughts and experiences? " Inamuranohi

(Source: Cabinet Office)

GUIDELINES : Please check Guidelines from the website of the contest.
m by students enrolled in a school/organization equivalent to Japanese high school,
m 700 words or less in English, or 1600 characters or less in Japanese.

m submitted via e-mail with personal information according to the format style.

FHE
AWARDS : “Excellent award’” up to 3 entrants and “Award” up to 15 entrants. |n';‘n“$$§tﬁ§fh, é\svgg%%
u Certificate of Award will be presented to “Excellent Award” and “Award” winners. 202

m Each school/organization in which each “Excellent Award” winner is enrolled will be Details are
provided with 100,000 Yen to use for the purchase of relevant books, and so on. Here

We look forward to seeing essays from you. Wfé’ﬁite “f?ﬁ’ﬁbte

nlQ;

This program Is an activily supported by Ministry of Land] infrastructure and Tourism "MILIT, Ja,wn
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TERAI Hana, Life-saving action

Life-saving action

Wakayama Prefecture has a close connection to nature. We can enjoy the beautiful mountains
and sea. However, it is expected that a tsunami caused by Nankai Trough Earthquake will occur
in Wakayama in the near future. That possibility is really scary, and I believe that damages caused
by the earthquake and tsunami will be more extensive than we have expected. Unfortunately,
we cannot prevent the damage completely. This is why efforts must be made to keep the damage
to a minimum. So, what can we do now to minimize the damage of a tsunami?

First of all, as a way to prevent disasters, we can always raise awareness by preparing for
disaster. This action has been taken since we were nursery school children. For instance, we have
had some lessons on how to prepare for disasters. In a lesson, as soon as students hear the
siren, we get under the desks. After that, we must go outside to a place, like a playground. In
the cases of lessons of junior high schools and high schools, students check the way to go to a
higher place by walking through the route. These activities are held a few times a year, and
students take them seriously every time. However, I think that it's so hard for all people to put
into practice what we have done in these lessons when a real disaster happens. One person who
acted bravely during a disaster is Goryo Hamaguchi. I learned about Goryo Hamaguchi for the
first time when I was an elementary school student. It's because I went to Inamura-no-Hi no
Yakata in order to learn about the earthquake and tsunami in detail. At the time, I had just
experienced the biggest earthquake that I had ever known, and I was also learning about natural
disasters in the classes in my elementary school. Goryo Hamaguchi knew that a tsunami would
come after a large earthquake. In those days, when the big earthquake occurred, he guessed
that a tsunami would come. In order to warn people in the village of the danger, he lit rice sheaves
on fire. And he shouted “Run away!!” Thanks to him and the fire, a lot of villagers’ lives were
saved. He was brave and great because he acted immediately to cope with the tsunami. Such
spirit is essential to modern people. Now, we live in the age when every person has a smartphone,
so we can get breaking news of an earthquake at any time. It is quite convenient. On the other
hand, we may rely too much on the information from the media. Especially, young people hardly
act only by themselves because they rely on smartphones. It is important to have the awareness
for disaster prevention.

To heighten awareness, Bosai Festival was held in my city recently. This encourages
participants to enjoy learning about disaster prevention with the festival, not in a classroom. Also,
our city has a tsunami evacuation tower, so we can climb up the tower when we can’t go to a
higher place. By climbing up the tower, we can act much more quickly when we need to do so.
Therefore, such events should be held regularly because it can help residents in the city address
disaster prevention.

Furthermore, I realize that a connection between residents who live in the same community
is really necessary. It's because people cannot accomplish everything without cooperation. People
who have experienced disasters always say that others’ kindness and warmness helped them.
However, at present, the community bond is gradually fading. It is quite important for us to build
relationships in the community to help with each other if something serious happens. By learning
disaster preparedness, we will be able to protect ourselves first, which will help to protect the
lives of people in the community around us. In addition, the idea that only my safety matters is
wrong. Of course, my own life is valuable, but others’ lives are also valuable. As Goryo Hamaguchi
did, we should consider others. As a high school student, I strongly aim to become a person to
act on my initiative like Goryo Hamaguchi.
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