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Introduction of Awardees (2025)

Dr. MIMURA Nobuo, Professor Emeritus, Ibaraki University, Japan

Professor. Nobuo Mimura has made outstanding contributions in the field of environmental
and coastal engineering through his research on tsunamis, storm surges, and climate change
adaptation. He has led international studies in the South Pacific and Southeast Asia. He
worked with local governments, universities and international organizations in countries
such as Tuvalu, Thailand, and Vietnam to develop adaptation and disaster prevention
measures. Through his continuous involvement in the IPCC’s Second through Sixth
‘ < Assessment Reports, he has disseminated insights into the risks faced by coastal areas,

‘ influencing international policy. In Japan, he played a leading role in introducing the L1 and
L2 tsunami concepts through the Ibaraki Prefecture Tsunami Countermeasures Committee,
advancing disaster prevention and coastal management strategies nationwide. As President

of Ibaraki University, he promoted disaster risk reduction and environmental education,
while supporting education in developing countries through the Japan—Vietnam University
in Hanoi. His achievements in research, policy, education, and international collaboration
greatly enhanced societal resilience against coastal disasters and climate change.

Dr. TINTI Stefano, Alma Mater Professor, Professor at the University of Bologna

Professor Stefano Tinti has been a leading international authority in tsunami science
for more than 40 years. He published over 270 scientific papers and made major
contributions to understanding tsunami generation mechanisms, numerical modeling,
and hazard assessment. He advanced studies on earthquake-, landslide-, and volcano-
induced tsunamis in the Mediterranean, reconstructing historical events and
compiling catalogs that form the basis for disaster risk planning. As first Chair of the
UNESCO I0C ICG/NEAMTWS (Intergovernmental Coordination Group for North-
Eastern Atlantic, the Mediterranean and Connected Seas Tsunami Warning System)
and a member of the International Tsunami Commission, he contributed to the
development of international warning networks and policies. He promoted “worst-case

scenario” risk assessments, building vulnerability evaluation methods and linking
academic research with practical applications. He also trained numerous young
researchers who are active in disaster prevention and research institutions across
Europe. Through these achievements, he greatly strengthened tsunami preparedness
and resilience in Europe and worldwide..
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