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2023 Award Ceremony & Commemorative Lecture of

Hamaguchi Award

For Enhancement of Tsunami/Coastal Disaster Resilience

Commemorating World Tsunami Awareness Day of November 5th,
we have inaugurated the “Hamaguchi Award” for individuals and/or {
organizations that have made significant scientific or pragmatic A
contributions to the enhancement of coastal resilience against tsunami,
storm surge and other coastal disasters, which will raise people’s
awareness of disaster resilience. The award is named after Mr.
Hamaguchi Goryo who protected and saved a village from a tsunami
about 160 years ago in Japan, while spending his private property.

The award ceremony, commemorative lectures by awardees and the :
reception are scheduled as follows: Hamaguchi Goryo

Date Wednesday, November 1, 2023, 16:00-
Venue KAIUN CLUB

(Kaiun Bldg. 2-6-4 Hirakawa-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo)
Program 16:00 Award Ceremony

16:45 Commemorative Lectures

17:50 Reception

Selection Committee on the Hamaguchi Award

Prof. Yoshiaki Kawata*! Professor Emeritus of Kyoto University, Director of Research Center for Societal Safety Sciences at
Kansai University and Executive Director of Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institute, Japan

Dr. Takashi Sasaki Director General, National Institute for Land and Infrastructure Management

Mr. Kazuhiro Nagai Deputy Director General, National Institute for Land and Infrastructure Management

Dr. Koichi Fujita President, Public Works Research Institute

Dr. Hiroyasu Kawai *2) Director General, Port and Airport Research Institute

Prof. Ahmet Cevdet Yalciner Professor, Middle East Technical University, Turkey

Dr. Giovanni Cuomo Research Director, Maritime and Coasts, HR Wallingford, United Kingdom

Prof. Billy Edge Professor, North Carolina State University, USA

Dr. Jane McKee Smith Scientific and Professional, Coastal and Hydraulics Laboratory, Engineer Research &

Development Center, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

*1) Chairperson, *2)Secretariat

Organized by International Promotion Committee for Tsunami/Coastal Disaster Resilience Technology
Port and Airport Research Institute, National Institute of Maritime, Port and Aviation Technology (Secretariat),
Public Works Research Institute, The Ports and Harbours Association of Japan, The Overseas Coastal Area Development Institute of Japan,
Coastal Development Institute of Technology, Waterfront Vitalization and Environment Research Foundation, Specialists Center of Port and Airport Engineering,
Japan Institute of Country-ology and Engineering, Foundation of River & Basin Integrated Communications, The River Foundation,
Japan Construction Information Center Foundation, Advanced Construction Technology Center, Infrastructure Development Institute-Japan, Japan River Association,
Water Resources Environment Center, Association of Nationwide Disaster Prevention, National Association of Sea Coast, Public Works Research Center
Supporting Organizations Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism, Japan, Director-General for Disaster Management, Cabinet office, Wakayama Prefecture,
Hirogawa Town, Institute of Social Safety Science, Japan Society of Civil Engineers, Architectural Institute of Japan, Japan Society for Disaster Information Studies,
Japan Society for Natural Disaster Science, National Research Institute for Earth Science and Disaster Resilience
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Introduction of Awardees (2023)

Dr. ISOBE Masahiko, Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo/ Professor Emeritus,
Kochi University of Technology, Japan

Dr. Isobe has developed innovative analysis methods for water waves theoretically, such as
the estimation of directional spectrum of ocean waves and numerical simulation of nonlinear
waves, and has published many excellent research results in the field of coastal engineering
related to coastal disaster prevention. Through research works on impact assessment of
climate change and sea level rise, he took the lead in editing the book “Coastal Impacts of
Global Warming - Actual Status, Impacts, and Response Strategies of Sea Level Rise and
Climate Change.” and served as chair and committee member of many governmental
committees for disaster prevention and mitigation. In particular, he greatly contributed to
revise the Coast Law and introduce resilient coastal structures based on the lessons learned
from the damage to ports and coasts caused by the Great East Japan Earthquake Tsunami,
and further to make policy decisions on disaster prevention and mitigation measures for
Nankai Trough earthquake.

Dr. Laura S.L. Kong, Director of International Tsunami Information Centre, USA

Dr. Laura Kong has been the Director of the International Tsunami Information
Center (ITIC) since 2001 and, as Director, she oversees a Centre that supports the
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission in its efforts to deploy tsunami
warning and mitigation systems globally, and that works directly with the 46-nation
Intergovernmental Co-ordination Group for the Pacific Tsunami Warning and
Mitigation System (ICG/PTWS) to strengthen national tsunami warnings and
preparedness. In this capacity, the ITIC works closely with the USA Pacific Tsunami
Warning Center, the Japan Meteorological Agency, and other international and
national tsunami warnings centers. The ITIC is a joint partnership between the IOC
and the USA National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Since the 2004
Indian Ocean tsunami, Dr. Kong has been actively involved as part of the IOC’s
coordination and development of systems in the Indian Ocean, the Caribbean and
adjacent regions, and Mediterranean Seas and the north Atlantic Ocean.

Research Center for Integrated Disaster Risk Management (CIGIDEN), Republic of Chile

CIGIDEN has been pivotal in overcoming the large deficits that Chile had before the
2010 Maule Earthquake in tsunami science, engineering and technology since it was
established in 2012. The Center has contributed to increasing the number of
specialists and researchers. It has fostered the emergence of a strong community in
tsunami science in Chile, with a recognized international leadership, that has made
important contributions ranging from fundamental physics and hydrodynamics, early
warning systems, urban planning and tsunami evacuation, education and awareness,
in collaboration with national and international peers, and relevant stakeholders. It
CIGIDEN has also contributed significantly to develop the state-of-the-art tsunami warning
system operated by the Hydrographic and Oceanographic Service of the Chilean Navy
fcr'f:tf;r';t:fg”i::;er while also supporting the National Disaster Risk Management Service. The Center
Risk Management has developed initial guidelines for vertical evacuation, tsunami hazard assessment,
among others. CIGIDEN has become an essential actor not only in scientific terms,
but also in transferring this science effectively to the public at large.
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